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The Cone

• What was a 
significant 
learning event in 
your life?

• What made it 
significant?

• Where did it 
place on Dale’s 
cone?
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Do you agree?

• “Your sharpest, richest memories are evoked 
by direct experiences” (p. 170).

• [Direct experience] “is in reality the basis of all 
effective learning” (p. 170)

• “we ought to use all the ways of experiencing 
that we can” (p. 178)

• “education involves the ability to make 
experiences useful” (p. 179).
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A good question ...

• p. 179: “If methods other than reading 
are effective, why are book-reading and 
book-recitation so commonly used in 
schools? Why has this procedure 
retained its hold, if it has weaknesses?”
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Goodbye, teacher?

What do you agree 
with?

What do you 
disagree with?
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Goodbye, teacher?

• Can computers teach, as Pressey claimed?

• Can CBI be more effective than traditional 
classroom instruction, as Skinner claimed?

• What is more important in education: 
continual feedback and personalized 
instruction or human guidance?
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The need for speed

• Skinner: “There are more people in the 
world than ever before, and a far 
greater part of them want an education. 
The demand cannot be met simply by 
building more schools and training 
more teachers.”

• Is this true? Will it be in the future?
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http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d05/tables/dt05_253.asp

What about the next 30 years?
(data from http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d05/tables/

dt05_253.asp)
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Dr. Wiley at TEDxNYED
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Modern-day Teaching Machines

• Open Educational Resources (possibly?)

• EPSSs

• Online Diploma Mills

• Internet-based learning

• CD-roms

• Hooked on Phonics

• Others?

Skinner claims that teaching 
machines enable human teachers 

to do more. Is this true?
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How would you respond?
August 17, 2010 comment on Freakonomics blog in context of discussion on the impact of schools vs. the impact of teachers on learning:

Why can’t we identify the best teachers in the world for every grade/subject, place them on well-produced 
DVDs, add images, bullet points, music, etc., so that EVERY student gets the advantage of the best teachers?

The other teachers could serve to supplement the DVDs, administer tests, etc.

A child absent from school could access the course on-line (or at a later time in the library, perhaps) and stay 
up to date.

A brilliant child could perhaps complete the course in a shorter period of time, going on to future lessons.

The slower child could listen to the lesson again, until he/she understood it.

Lessons could be interactive.

As time goes on, it would be relatively easy to edit the DVDs so that updated material could be inserted, or 
problem areas could be addressed more vigorously.

Yes, I know that will replace many teachers in the classroom setting, but if we then used those teachers for 
security, discipline, etc., maybe our schools would do even better.

If nothing else, we could do this for just a core group of courses that are essential to further learning, etc.

ALSO, at the college level, why not create a SPECIFIC set of CORE courses–the required courses for every 
freshman/sophomore–and have them taught via DVD/online?

Why should a freshman at one college get only a “decent” history teacher, while a freshman at another college 
gets a brilliant one? License the lectures of the best teachers and allow all of our students to obtain superior 
educations–at least in these core courses.
- AaronS.
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Khan Academy
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Khan Academy

No, not that Khan!
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This one!
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So, maybe technology can help us teach more, 
faster ...

But can it teach us better?
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Team Clark
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Team Clark
Team Kozma
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Team Clark
Team Kozma

THAT one!
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Take 10 minutes to review your notes 
with your teammates and to present 
your best evidence and argument.

Two peers will serve as judges
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This debate ...

• Produced probably the most-cited 
special issue of ETR&D ever.

• It continues to be a boiling point today. 
Why?
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For Next Time ...

• Read
-Lockee et al., 2001
-Summary of Figlio et al., 2010 (http://chronicle.com/blogPost/Online-Learning-May-Slightly/24963). 
Notice the comments.

-Reiser & Dempsey, ch. 32 

• Annotate!

• Bring 4 copies of the abstract from one journal article from your 
journal that talks about media
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