
Problem Statements

R i c k  W e s t  •   B r i g h a m  Y o u n g  U n i v e r s i t y

Tuesday, January 25, 2011



Announcements

Today’s Devo: Keith

Next week’s devo:

Next week’s writing strategies: Me

Join Mendeley, and get invited to our group.

Starred reviews are great exemplars. My notes point out sections I 
thought were strong.
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Reflecting on the 
Library Workshop

“Usually the difficulty is a lack of academic 
terminology. Students often try to use their 
everyday vocabulary to access the language 
and discourse of a specialized field.”

- Machi & McEvoy, p. 27
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Literature 
Search 

Methods

Hart (1998), p. 34
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What has worked particularly well for you in 
finding good literature sources?
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What has worked particularly well for you in 
finding good literature sources?

What has worked for organizing/reviewing 
those sources?
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What has worked particularly well for you in 
finding good literature sources?

What has worked for organizing/reviewing 
those sources?

What did you learn from your textbooks?
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Clarifying your Intent

What did you learn from your books about 
focusing/clarifying your review question?

What did you learn about clarifying your 
review methods?
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Focus

Passion (heat) + focus 
(chamber) = momentum

Focus your topic by being 
more specific and by 
setting boundaries

Photo by Flickr user Telstar Logistics
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Scope
Scale down if you have too much by getting more 
specific (see delimiters in Pan, p. 9)
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“Technology integration” becomes “Methods for increasing self-efficacy for 
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Scope
Scale down if you have too much by getting more 
specific (see delimiters in Pan, p. 9)

“Technology integration” becomes “Methods for increasing self-efficacy for 
higher education faculty in integrating technology”

Scale up if you don’t have enough by considering 
other contexts that may inform your study

e.g. Collaborative innovation by looking at creativity + social learning theory

e.g. Design Theories by looking comparing with design in other disciplines

e.g. Video self-evaluation by looking at video case study + teacher reflection 
+ teacher evaluation
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Framework (perspective)

Perspective comes from your theoretical framework

e.g. Researching educational games: What’s the difference from looking at this topic 
from a motivation, visual literacy, simulations, constructivist, cognitivist, emotional, 
mental health, social, or systemic perspective?

Photo by by Flickr User Wonderlane
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Cartoons © 2008 The New Yorker - Cartoonbank.com. All rights reserved.
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Empirical questions ask about specific 
interventions
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Empirical questions ask about specific 
interventions

What happens when X is introduced to Y under Z conditions?
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Review Questions

Empirical questions ask about specific 
interventions

What happens when X is introduced to Y under Z conditions?

Review questions ask about overall trends in 
a discipline

What do we know about X and Y? What typically has happened? How have X 
and Y been combined before, producing what kinds of effects?
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Examples
Review (Desimone, 2009): What counts as professional development? 
What professional development framework is best supported by the 
literature? How can we improve research on teacher learning?

Research (Martin, et al., 2010): What is the relationship of eMints PD 
fidelity, lesson-plan quality, and classroom visit activities to the 
achievement of students in the classrooms of participating teachers?

Review (Moos & Azevedo, 2009): What is the relationship in the 
literature between motivation, self-efficacy, and CBLE?

Research (Overbaugh & Lu, 2008): Does short-term, online 
instructional technology courses provided by the WHRO/CII 
consortium help participants develop confidence to integrate 
technology?
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Examples
Review (West, 2009): What would a community focused on creating 
new knowledge look like, and how would it evolve and function?

Research (West & Hannafin, 2010): What were the critical, creative 
incidents within a student design community? Did elements of a 
COI emerge in their experiences, and how did they describe 
these elements?

Review (Velazquez, 2010): What are the most prominent theories on 
care in education, and what do we know about developing caring 
teachers and classrooms?

Research (Velazquez dissertation): What modes of communication do 
students and teachers use to communicate care in online settings?
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Examples

Review (Bernard, et al., 2004): What is more effective, 
distance learning or classroom learning?

Research: Do undergraduate students earn better statistics 
grades online or in a classroom?

Review (Cooper, et al., 2006): In the last 15 years, what has 
research shown is the effect of doing homework on 
academic achievement?

Research: What effect does school guidance counseling have 
on homework outcomes for middle school at-risk youth?
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Journal Evaluation
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Why does journal quality matter?
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Evaluating Journal Quality
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- Acceptance Rate
- Quality of the 
Editorial Board
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Evaluating Journal Quality

Rigor
- Blind, Peer 
Reviewed?

- Acceptance Rate
- Quality of the 
Editorial Board

Impact
- ISI Impact 

- PorP
- Circulation

- Open Access
- Web Analytics

Prestige
- History

- Editorial Board
- Organizational 

Affiliation
- “Gut check” by 

colleagues
- prestige studies
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Be Wary!
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In your area, what do you think are the tier 1 
journals? Why? 

Write them on the board.
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Journal Evaluation 
Assignment

Send me your Gmail accounts, and I’ll give 
you access to the Google Document

Select five journals - email me your choices

Contribute evidence for the rigor, prestige, 
and impact of the journals and vote for what 
tier you think they belong to

Due: Feb. 7
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P.S. workshop

In pairs, give feedback on your problem 
statements:

Are the questions clear? Is it clear what perspective or theory they are 
based in and what kinds of studies would be included?

Is the scope appropriate?

Any suggestions for additional methods they might use to locate and 
analyze literature?

Any comments on their target audience?
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